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TThis booklet titled as "Introduction to Tribal Research Institute" is based on 
some of the activities carried out as one of the sections of the Directorate for 
Development of Tribals and Scheduled Castes, Manipur. It describes the profile of the 
scheduled tribes of Manipur including the last scheduled group of four tribes except the 
Any Kuki Tribes scheduled under the Constitution Modification Order of 2003. The 
anthropography of the tribes in Manipur is indicated in brief in order to give a reader the 
distribution of the tribes in the hill districts of the State of Manipur. The profiles of only 
29 tribes are given here while there are as many as 33 tribes as per the scheduled list of 
the tribes of Manipur. Some of the tribes have exceedingly few individuals in Manipur 
and they do not represent the socio-cultural identity of the group. Serna and Angami 
though listed in the schedule for Manipur, are tribes of Nagaland. The Ralte, who had 
been absorbed into Mizo even before the census of India 1931, do no longer organize as 
a tribe with a distinctive custom and language, Suhtc or Sukte is not a tribe, but the name 
of the ruling clan like the Gwitc of the Paite who are now known as Tedirn Chin in 
Burma, as the ruling clans of Sukte and Gwite were wife-takers and wife-givers 
respectively in their politico- connubial relationship. The anthropo-linguistic terms like 
Old Kuki and New Kuki basing on and denoting the chronology of the arrival of the 
groups in these parts of the North East India are no longer tenable now as the people do 
not accept to be either referred to or be known by these terms. The so-called Old Kuki is 
obsolete now and the term New Kuki is impracticable as it can cover only the Thadou in 
the true sense of the chronological term. The Purums of T.C.Das (1945) could not be 
found by the Anthropological Survey of India in their re-study carried out in Manipur in 
1975 and the results of their field investigation published in 1985 under the title of the 
book Purum (Chote) Revisited, found Purum to be a name of a village and found them 
to be identical with the Chothe. The population of the Purum fluctuated from 303 
individuals in 1936 to 43 individuals in the census report of 1951. The population figure 
increased to 84 in 1961 census. In the next decadent census of 1971 the population of 
Purum was reported to be nil. A team of anthropologists located, revisited and studied 
all the villages studied by T.C. Das. They even identified almost all the photographs left 
in an album by T.C. Das and they were sure that they were among the group of people 
who called themselves Chote and whom Das had described as Purum. They felt that the 
tribe should be better called 'Chote' instead of’Purum' because, according to them the 
latter name was wrongly imposed inadvertently by earlier ethnographers and historians. 
We cannot give a description of Any Kuki Tribe that is a term added to the list of tribes 
for Manipur. Shi fting of loyalty from one ethnic group to another is common among the 
tribes of Manipur which cannot be understood without proper studies. However, short 
descriptions of 29 tribes of Manipur in their traditional dress are given in this booklet so 
that a reader can have a glimpse of the tribes in absence of a comprehensive single book 
to give a panoramic view of the tribes. 
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jVXanipur is situated in the northeastern frontier of India bordering Myanmar. 
The State covers a maximum area of land surface measuring 22,356 sq.km. The area 
stretches between longitude 93.2° East and 94.47° East, and between latitudes 23.50° 
North and 24.41° North. 

Manipur is homeland for many groups of people having diverse culture. Around 
two-thirds of the total land surface of Manipur are hill areas. These hill areas are 
inhabited by thirty three specified tribes for the purpose of the Constitution of India as 
the Scheduled Tribes of Manipur. The Northern part of the State is populated by the 
Nagas whereas the Southern part of the State is populated by people originated from the 
Chin State, the erstwhile Chin Hills and different areas of Myanmar. The Meitei, the 
Meitei Pangal (Manipuri Muslim) and the Scheduled Castes population represent the 
valley population of the State. 

Manipur has a rich cultural heritage in the field of ethnological objects and finds 
expression in the varied antique ethnological objects found here. The tribes of Manipur, 
distinct from one another in several ways, have a sense of artistic touch in so many ways 
and the tribal folk art today has a place of its own as an important aspect of the State’s 
Material and Cultural heritage. 

But, with the advent of modem civilization and influence of Christian Missionary 
Services on civilization, the tribal people and the tribal society underwent a fast and 
tremendous change which resulted in the dissertation of old-age customs, traditions and 
artistic objects of the past. 

Now, the Tribal Research Institute (TR1) in its Museum has taken up some 
innovative scheme for preservation and displaying of museum articles. The TRI 
encourages tribal writers to write in their own languages about their culture, tradition, 
customs, etc. least they are forgotten - since much of these forms exist in oral tradition. 
This is in addition to encouraging them in production of written literature of their own 
and for development of their languages. The TRI assists different Tribal Literature 
Societies in producing government approved text books in certain languages which are 
introduced in the school, college and university education by extending publication 
grants. Monographs on the tribes have been prepared. The Library of the TRI has 
become one of the main sources of knowledge and information for scholars. The role of 
a well equipped TRI is very much needed for the study, understanding and preservation 
of the tribal indigenous culture and practices. Research works, Museum and Library are 
the main concern of the TRI at this stage while there are many more works to be done. 
The museum section of the Tribal Research Institute even in its incipient stage made 
efforts to collect articles for their preservation and displaying them in a scientific 



manner. 
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per the recommendations of the Working Group, the Tribal Research 
Institute (TRI) was established in 1987. The foundation stone was laid by Shri Rishang 
Keishing, Chief Minister of Manipur, on 16'" September 1987 at the present Adimjati 
Complex, Chingmeirong. The Institute is managed by the Government of Manipur 
under the supervision of the Directorate for Development of Tribals & Scheduled 
Castes, Manipur controlled directly by the Director, Tribal Research Institute as Head of 
office. The main functions of the TRI include development of languages, literature 
(publication of books, grammars etc.), recording and preservation of folk literature, 
documentation of ethnographic profile of the different tribal communities of the State. 

The Tribal Research Institute of Manipur was conceived to carry out the normal 
functions done by the Tribal Research Institutes of the country. The TRI with its skeletal 
staff cannot deal with all the works ordinarily dealt by other TRIs of the country for want 
of technical and non-technical staff. Some of the activities of the TRI in its present status 
as a section of the Directorate for Development of Tribals and Scheduled Castes are 
maintaining a museum by collecting museum objects for preservation and exhibition. 
Collection of reference books for a library in the TRI is also one of its activities. The 
collection of reference book exceeds 1000 volumes now. The Institute is to carry out 
research works on various aspects of the Scheduled Tribes of the State. Preparation of 
reports on certain matters relating to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as and 
when the Government of Manipur entrusts on the TRI has been done from time to time. 

Arrangement for publication of Government approved text books in different 
tribal languages and encouragement of books in tribal languages are also one of the 
activities of the Institute. Writing books on the account of the people by members of the 
society in their own mother tongue is regarded as an initial stage of research so that the 
basic information are not forgotten. Future researchers can easily dig out the 
information so far collected and published in book forms. It has been intended to collect 
preliminary information and to record them for safe-keeping before the well-versed 
informants pass away. In this way substantial writing has been achieved in tribal 
languages through this means. 

Under Centrally Sponsored Schemes, the following programmes are being 
implemented by the TRI: 

RESEARCH 

1. Research works and Documentation on the culture, custom and tradition of the tribes 
of Manipur is a major activity of the TRI. So far, documentation on the Anal, Kom, 
Chothe, Kharam and Poumai tribes have been conducted by the TRI. As many as 200 
text books in Paite, Thadou-Kuki, Tangkhul, Hmar, Zou and Mizo languages has been 
published by the TRI, Manipur. 
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2. Seminars and workshops are conducted at the State and District levels. The TRl had 
also extended financial assistance for conducting seminars through tribal Literature 
Societies.cSeminar- cum-Workshops on literacy development, production of school text 
books and orientation programmes on teaching of language papers are alk> conducted. 

3. Training programmes on Knitting & Tailoring trades and on Conventional Cooking 
Methods & Food Preservation are conducted for SC/ST women. 

4. Evaluation Studies on Ashram Schools, Tribal Boys’ & Girls’ Hostels, Impact of Text 
Books in tribal languages and Nutritional & Food Habits of the Tarao tribe have so far 
been taken up by the TRl, Manipur. 

5. Publication grant is extended to the tribal Literature Societies for publication of 
approved Text Books in tribal languages from Class X up to Degree level. 

6. For development of tribal languages, literature and its preservation, financial 
assistance is given to tribal authors/writers for publication of their books on custom, 
culture, translations, fiction etc. Some occasional translations like Actrocities Act, 
Constitution of National Commission for SC & ST and Arrest Memo have been made to 
make the tribal people aware of their protective measures. 

7. The provision under Publication of Books in English is utilized for publication of the 
completed research works conducted by the TRl, Manipur and for printing of important 
documents, Acts & Rules of the Govt.olTndia pertaining to STs and SCs. 

8. One of the important objective of the TRl, Manipur is to preserve some of the unique 
and dying crafts of the tribal people of the State in the form of documentary films. The 
TRl has also produced a 16mm Documentary film “The Marams of Manipur” directed 
by noted filmmaker Aribam Syam Sharma. This film participated in the Indian 
Panorama section of the International Film Festival of India, 2000 at New Delhi from 
10-20 January, 2000. The film was screened at the International Mountain Film Festival 
2000 at Kathmandu (Nepal), and at the occasion of the 1 st North East Business Summit 
at Mumbai from 19-20 July, 2002. The film also was screened at the 27" Annual Banff 
Mountain Film Festival, Canada in 2002. 

Financial assistance has also been extended for production of the following video 
documentary films: 

1. The Megalithic Culture of Mao-Maram Areas. 

2. Anal Cultural Heritage 

3. The Manipur Nagas 

4. Documentary on Paite Shawl 

5. The Pottery of Longpi 

6. Muolsuong Phu (traditional practice in a Thadou village) 
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LIBRARY 



The TRI, Manipur maintains a Library. Over and above books published in tribal 
languages, TRLs library has procured more than 1500 reference books including books 
on the tribal people of India in general and the North-East in particular. The books 
maintained in this library has become one of the main source of information and 
knowledge for research scholars at the Master and Doctoral levels in their quest for 
knowledge. The TRI is trying its level best to acquire latest information on new 
publications to keep it abreast with the newest print information. 



Shri Phungzathang Tonsing, Hon’ble Minister/TD, Manipur (extreme right) on his 
maiden visit to the Tribal Research Institute, Manipur at the library witli Shri 
B. B. Sharma, Director /TD, Manipur (centre) and (left) Dr. H. Kamkhenthang, 
Director, Tribal Research Institute, Manipur. 


MUSEUM 

Museum is a repository of knowledge and information which gathers dust unless 
the artifacts in which the knowledge is embodied are preserved, documented and 
presented in academic perspectives. Many of the beautiful items of spiritual as well as 
material culture of the tribes of Manipur have disappeared irrevocably now with their 
significances embedded in them in the process of social transformation, due to various 
factors. The artifacts reflect on the ways of living in the traditional tribal society, with 
certain importance attached to the significances of the material objects and cultural 
artifacts in their social and cultural lives. This in turn becomes important to research 
students while discoursing on the studies of the ethnic tribes in Manipur in the context of 
their social and cultural life. 

While research works are taken up by the existing wing of the department, collection 
of fast diminishing tribal cultural artifacts which is one of the major functions of the TRI is 
taken up by the Museum section under the supervision of a Technical Assistant. Collection 
of museum objects was started from 1997 in order to preserve, promote and 
highlight the cultural heritage of Manipur with special reference to tribal society. The 
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objective of the Museum is to make it an Audio Visual Research Centre to focus 
the life-style of tribal community. The Museum is intended to reflect the images of the 
hill people in all their true perspectives. 

Collection of the Museum objects was started from 1997. During the last seven 
years, about five hundred items of museum artifacts including traditional dress, textile 
material, ornament, weapon, utensil, basketry and field implements have been collected 
from about seventeen different tribal communities of the State. The Museum artifacts 
have been collected from far flung areas of Ukhrul district such as Lunghar and Nungbi 
(Longpi) village; of Tamenglong district such as Tamenglong headquarters, Tharon, 
Khoupum and Haochong villages; of Churachandpur district such as Rengkai, Saikot 
and Khoirentak villages; and also of Senapati district such as from Mao, Maram, Dzuko 
valley, Yangkhulen, Yangkhunou, Thuiyang (Duijai), Thangal, Mayangkhang, and 
Tumnoupokpi villages; of Chandel district such as from Saibol, Yangoupokpi, 
Saishimkhul and Yongkhul villages. 

It is rather late to make collection of cultural artifacts now as most of the tribal 
communities after their conversion to Christianity had given up much of their 
traditional practices and many of the artifacts had lost their inherent ritual, cultural and 
social values besides of their perishable nature. 

A booklet titled as ‘ Collection of Museum Artifacts" highlighting description of 
the collected Museum artifacts have been published by the TRI, Manipur. Dr.Keisham 
Shantibala Devi, Technical Assistant (Museum) of the Institute is the author of the 
work. 

Recently, a project proposal under the scheme ‘Promotion & Strengthening of 
Local Museums" submitted to the Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Government of India 
was approved and an amount of Rs.3,45,000/- was sanctioned as T instalment for 
construction of Gallery at the TRI Museum. The construction began after setting up of 
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an expert committee consisting of Commissioncr/TD as Chairman, Director/TD, Jt. 
Director (R) and the Curator of the Manipur State Museum, and the construction is now 
in the final stages. 


BOOK BANKS 

The TR1, Manipur also maintains Book Banks for SC/ST students under the 
Centrally Sponsored Schemes. This is in addition to the normal library facilities 
available. As per the requirement submitted by the institutions, bulk purchase on 
Medical, Agri and Technical books are made annually from reputed firms through 
approved suppliers. Book Banks for SC/ST students are opened in the following 
institutions: 

1. Regional Institute of Medical Sciences (RIMS), Imphal 

2. Central Agricultural University, Iroisemba 

3. Government Polytechnic, Takyelpat 

4. L.M.S. Law College, Imphal 

SC/ST students of the above colleges/institutions have benefited from this scheme 
and there is a demand for opening of more Book Banks in the State. Recently, another 
Book Bank was opened in the Government College of Engineering, Takyelpat, Imphal. 



TRI publications are maintained in Book Banks of different institutions, e.g. 
Central Agricultural University (at left) & RIMS, Lamphel (at right). 


TRIBAL TRAINING INSTITUTE 

The Tribal Training Institute was started in 1986 at Motbung and Moreh to impart 
training in knitting trade to ST/SC ladies with intake of 25 trainees (20 ST & 5 SC) per 
course. At the outbreak of ethnic violence in the hills in 1993, there was inconvenience 
of running the training course at Moreh. Hence, the centre was shifted to Imphal and 
merged to the existing one.Training course on tailoring trade was started in 2000 for 
scheduled tribe women. On completion of the course, each trainee is awarded a machine 
of their trade. The total number of trainees who passed out of these centres till date are 
348 in knitting and 75 in tailoring. 
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PROFILE OF THE RECOGNIZED TRIBES OF MANIPUR 

There are 33 recognized Scheduled Tribes in Manipur. The Constitution 
Modification Order, 1956, the first list of the tribes as per the Constitution, 1951 
specified only three generic groups of tribes of Manipur such as (i) Any Kuki, (ii) Any 
Naga and (iii) Any Mizo (Lushai) tribes. However, the first list of the tribes of Manipur 
was revised in 1956 and the individual tribal names introduced in replacement of the 
generic terms. As per the Constitution Modification Order of 8- January, 2003, another 
four communities like Kharam, Tarao, Any Kuki tribe and Poumai Naga were listed 
making the total number of scheduled tribes to 33 including the 29 tribes already 
scheduled under the Constitution Modification Order, 1956. 

The 29 tribes already scheduled under the Constitution Modification Order, 1956 
are the: 

l.Aimol,(2)Anal,(3)Angami, (4) Chiru, (5) Chothe, (6) Gangte, (7) Hmar, 
(8) Kabui, (9) Kacha Naga, (10) Koirao, (11) Koireng, (12) Kom, (13) Lamgang, 
(14) Mao, (15) Maram, (16) Maring, (17) Any Mizo tribe (Lushei), (18) Monsang, 
(19) Moyon, (20) Paite, (21) Purum, (22) Ralte, (23) Serna, (24) Simte, (25) Suhte, 
(26) Tangkhul, (27) Thadou, (28) Vaiphei, and (29) Zou. 

Given below is a brief description of the 29 recognized tribes of Manipur. Four 
tribes, viz. Angami, Serna, Ralte and any Kuki tribe are excluded, for the reason that the 
Angami and Serna are tribes of Nagaland though scheduled in Manipur and the Ralte has 
either been absorbed in bigger tribes without having distinction or are only clans of other 
tribes. 

AIMOL 

The Airnol tribe is found in three Hill districts. Their total population is around 
2,643 acording to 2001 census, as compared to a population of 1,862 according to the 
1981 census. They are mainly concentrated in Chandel 
District. They are found in the foothill areas of Senapati- 
Chandel interstate bordering areas. The Aimol villages in 
Chandel district are (1) Unapal (2) Satu, (3) Kumirei, 
Chingnunghut, Aimol Tampak, Khodomphai Ngairong 
Aimol, Chandonpokpi and Soibong (Khudengthabi). In 
Churachandpur district, they are found in Kha-Aimol and 
Luichungbum, and in Senapati district they are found in 
Tuikhong Village. 

The traditional house of the Aimols show similarity in 
the general outlook with those of the Meitei, Purum and other 
cognate tribes. The house is made of wood, bamboo, mud and 
thatched with roofing material. The front of the house always 
faces to the east. 
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The majority of the Anal population is found in about 45 villages of Chandel 
district of Manipur. According to the 2001 census their population is 13,385 as 
compared to a population of 12,034 in 1991. 

The word 4 Anal ’ is believed to be corrupted from the 
Meitei word “Nanba”, i.e. slippery, though the more popular 
belief is the derivation of the word from Angal/Analpa - the 
founder of Anal Khullen. The Burmese meaning of the word 
Anal is unclean or dirty 

They live in pile dwelling houses made of wood 
planks supported by stills and have thatched roof. They are 
agriculturists supplementing their needs by rearing of 
animals and cottage industries including carpentary and 
weaving. Women are generally busy in weaving throughout 
the year, as well as in working in the fields. 


The Chiru have a close affinity with the Korns. 
According to the 2001 census, they have a population 
of 5,487 as compared to 3,664 persons in 1981. The 
Tribal Bench Mark survey conducted in 1983 indicated 
distribution of the Chirus in Manipur as : (i) Senapati 
District: 2,114 Chiru individuals distributed in 345 
households (ii) Tamenglong District : 737 Chirus 
individuals distributed in 116 households in Nungba 
Sub-Division (iii) Churachandpur District: 838 Chirus 
individuals distributed in 86 households in in Hcnglep 
subdivision of the district. 

The term Chiru is derived from their historical 
settlement site ‘Chiru’. They are said to have originated 
from Falam in the Chin State of Burma. In Manipur, 
Chiru had been mentioned as early as in the middle of the 16" Century A.D. 

GH0VHE 

Chothe is a small tribe having close proximately with small group of tribes found 
in the peripheral regions of the Manipur Valley. They share the Khul theory of 
emergence from cave or hole. The population according to 2001 census is 2,675 as 
compared to 2,507 individuals in 1981. 
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They are the believers of cave origin. The cave 
was known as Huipithorong. Though the exact cave 
site is unknown, among the Chothes, it is known as 
‘Luang leh Vaisuah’ which is.a confluence of Tuivai 
and Barak. 

They live in houses called Seengai made of wood, 
bamboos and thatching grass. They construct their 
houses on rectangular plinth. Pre-Christian Chothe 
men and women tied their hair in bundles on the 
backside of the nape. The main occupation of the 
Chothes is cultivation, rearing of cattle, blacksmithy 
and weaving. 


6 A 


The Gangte tribe is found distributed in Tamenglong, Churachandpur and 
Senapati (Sadar Hills) Districts. Of these, their main population is concentrated in 
Churachandpur district. According to the 2001 census, their population is 15,100 as 
compared to 13,580 persons in 1991. 



They believe in the emergence of the progenitors 
from subterranean world through a cave and they have 
incorporated the belief in their awmlam dance. It is 
mentioned that the Gangtes started their settlement at 
Lekong - which might be a corruption of name for 
Lepcha - and then at Nangdung. They have a story of 
this movement in Chin Hills of Burma and thence to 
Lushai Hills (now in Mizoram) and then moved on to 
Manipur. A recorded history stated that 40 households 
of Gangte migrated from Mizoram to Manipur after the 
Gangte had incurred the displeasure of the Mizo. Some 
households of Paite formed a human shield protecting 
the fleeing Gangte persued by the Mizo. The Gangte 
families and their protecting fanities moved on and 
reached Manipur. The Gangte and a Bukpi dialect’s 
group of Paite living in close proximately in Thanlon 
subdivision of Churachandpur district have very 
similar social way of humorous life. They are noted for 
their humorous jokes. 


They are normally Christians but still remember their animistic ways. They 
worship streams, big mountains, a snake with red coloured neck (Gulgawngsan) and 
deities such as Chongpokpa/Chongpoknu. 
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The Hmar tribe is concentrated in Tipaimukh and 
Churachandpur subdivisions of Churachandpur in 
Manipur. They belong to the Kuki-Chin-Mizo group. 

They have a population of 42,690 according to the 
2001 census as compared to 36,092 individuals in 
1991. Their former nomadic nature is tribe evident in 
the term Hmar which means the North, and by 
extension the ‘Northerners’ as the Hmar have a 
geographical direction to the north of the Mizo. Their 
myths stated that they emerged out of a cave or hole - 
what they called Sinking - in common with their 
cognate tribes. Their folk songs retold through 
generations about the exodus from a cave. 

Almost the entire population of the Hmar tribe can be classified as agriculturist. 
There are blacksmiths and professional priests. Women are good weavers. They 
practice both dry and wet cultivation. 

KA8UI 

The Kabui tribe has a total population of 62,216 according to the 2001 census as 
compared to 64,298 individuals in 1991. They have many enclaves among the Meiteis 
in the valley. They had inculturated many of the Meitei way of life. They are also known 
as Rongmei. The origin of the name “Kabui” is not definitely known. But one 
proposition indicates the name Kabui is the corrupt form of the term “APUT” (mother). 

They were animistis. They had adopted many 
elements the tribal religion of the Meitei in the valley 
areas. Leimaren has a place in Kabui religion as a 
goddess. They also adopted other elements of 
Hinduism. They worship “Leimaren” and lovingly 
address her as ‘Apuif According to the belief and 
traditional legend of the Kabuis, the omnipotent 
Rangong created all. First, all human beings lived 
inside the cave of earth. With the help of a bear and 
rnithun, they emerged out of the cave. This cave site is 
known by the Kabuis as Ramting Kabin, somewhere at 
the present site of Oklong village under Mao-Maram 
area in Senapati District. 

The main pillars of their traditional house bear 
carvings of woman’s breast representing a peaceful, 
solid and harmonious family. The Kabui women are 
skilled 
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weavers. A variety of cloth are made for different groups based on sex and age. A 
man’s traditional shawl reveals the life stage to which he belongs. 

As in the case of other hill tribes of Manipur, agriculture is the main occupation of 
the Kabuis. However, traditional mode of jhum cultivation is replaced by the terrace 
cultivation in some places where it is possible. 


KACHA 


The Kacha-Nagas are the people belonging to the Naga ethnos and scatter in 
Manipur and Nagaland. Their population is 20,328 as given in the census report of 
200las compared to 25,126 in 1991. Kacha Naga is formed by Liangmei and Zeme 
tribes. 

The word Kacha Naga is supposed to have been 
derived from the Angami word “Ketsa” meaning 
Thick forest’. People living beyond the forest were 
referred to as Ketsa Nagas and later on corrupted into 
Kacha Naga. Kacha Naga is a name given by 
outsiders. They do not like it. Locally, they identify 
themselves into two groups either as Liangmei or 
Zeme. But they arc to accept the term Kacha Naga 
willy-nilly in reference to outsiders till their original 
tribal names are specified by the Government of India. 

According to their myth, at a site called Ramting 
Kabin (Ram-Land, Ting-Sky, Rabin-Narrow 
passage), the narrow passage between the earth and 
the sky ultimately ended in a cave. Their forefathers 
claimed to have emerged from this cave. The Kacha 
Naga who subsist mainly on agriculture live in houses 
with earthern foundation and thatched roofs. 


The Koirao or Thangal inhabit nine villages of Sadar 
Hills area of Senapati District. The villages are : (i) Mapao 
Thangal, (ii) Maken Thangal, (ii) Thangal Surung 
(iv)Tumnoupokpi, (v) Yaikongpao, (vi) Ningthoubam, (vii) 
Mayangkhang and (viii)Gailongde. The Koirao population is 
1,200 as per the 2001 census as compared to 2,132 indivudals 
in 1991. The Bench Mark Survey conducted by the 
Directorate of Economics & Statistics in 1982 had shown the 
total population of Koirao to be 1,593 individuals in 290 
households. They speak a language which is more or less 
similar to those spoken by the Maram, Liangmei 
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and Rongmei. The literacy rate of the Koirao is very high. Though a majority of the 
households are engaged in wet cultivation, shifting cultivation is still practiced. 

Government service occupy next to agriculture. The persons having secondary 
occupation are mainly females who engage themselves in cottage industry. 


The Koireng who settles mostly in the border 
foothills of Imphal Valley is a small, scheduled tribe of 
Manipur. The present geographical distribution of the 
Koirengs include Longa Koireng, Utonglak and Kamu 
Koireng in Scnapati district, and Tarung and Koireng 
colony in Imphal district. According to the 2001 census, 
their total population is 1,056 individuals. 

The Koireng cosmogenic myth exists in different 
versions, namely (i) emergence of two heterogeneous 
human progenitors from non-human beings, and (ii) 
ancestors emerged out of the cave Khur for which they are 
known as Khurmi (Khur- cave, mi- man). But they could 
not recount the exact location of the cave. The exact site 
remains unknown. 

The Koireng economy persists mainly on agriculture 
which they carry on by both shifting and wet cultivations. 
Paddy, potato, ginger, arum etc. are the main products. Basketry products form 
commercial goods for trade and market. 

JCOM 

According to their myth, their forefathers came out 
through a hole. They entered Burma and Manipur 
sometime in 200 A.D. 

Clan is the biggest social group family is a smallest 
social unit. These clans are exogamous in nature. They are 
Kareng, Saiche, Leivon, Tellien, Serto, Lupheng and 
Mangte. Decent is traced exclusively through the male 
line. Inheritance of property goes to the youngest male 
issue. They speak a language that has affinity with the old 
Kulcis under theTibeto-Burman language. 

The Korns are found to inhabit mainly in 
Churachandpur and Senapati districts. According to the 
2001 census, the Kom population is 15,467 as compared to 
13,481 individuals in 1991. 
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The Lamkang are found inhabiting in the 
Chandel district. They are distributed in 26 villages 
of the said district with a population of 4,524 
according to the 2001 census as compared to 3,450 
in 1981. 

They possess the characteristic feature of the 
Mongoloid stock and speak a language of the old 
Kuki sub-group of Tibeto-Burman. In their legend, 
a cave known as “Khurpi” is described as the place 
from where they emerged out with the help of a 
small bird. They believe without proper reason to 
believe that their forefathers originated from a 
place in China. Afterwards they came to Maru-Sa- 
Shang (Burma) and later on they moved into 
Manipur. 

Their main occupation is agriculture and they 
practise both shifting and wet cultivation. Basketry 
and weaving are subordinate to agriculture. 




The Mao (also addressed as Maomei) 
are found in Senapati district. According to 
the census report of 2001, the Mao 
population is 80,568 as compared to 71,517 
individuals in 1991. 

They live in houses which have 
rectangular ground plinths and in pre- 
Christian period, they constructed their 
houses after performance of rituals. There 
are some beams which are carved with 
figures of human head, animals, sun, moon, 
etc. Their main occupation is agriculture. 
The cash crops consists of potato, pea, plum, 
etc. They are expert in terraced cultivation 
on the hill sides where they also practise 
pisiculture and pollarding of trees for 
multiple produce from single landuse. 
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The Maram tribe is found distributed in 
Tadubi and Kangpokpi subdivisions of Senapati 
district. They are more preponderant in Tadubi area 
than in Kangpokpi. They share certain affinity with 
cognate tribes such as the Maomei and Poumai. 
Like the two tribes mentioned, the Maram tribe has 
a colourful cultural tradition which is evident by 
their several ritualistic festivals and their material 
cultural heritage such as the megalithic monuments 
and the different wood carvings on various parts of 
their traditional houses symbolising social status in 
their tribal society. Willong village which is located 
on the Maram-Peren road - around 34 kilometers 
west from the national highway No.39 - is noted for 
the maximum collection of megalithic monuments 
in a single site. There are more than a hundred 
monoliths erected at the spot. The monoliths are 
indicative of the social status of individuals who 
achieved distinction in their society, by way of accomplising various ritual processes 
such as feasts of merits that only wealthy and powerful individuals could achieve. 

They practise both jhum cultivation as well as wet-cultivation. Rice is the staple 
food. The total population according to the 2001 census is 10,510 as compared to 9,929 
individuals in 1991. The Maram are listed as Primitive Tribal Group for the purpose of 
development of the community. 

The Maring are one of the oldest tribes of Manipur. The 
Maring differ from other tribes of the North in facial and other 
characteristics. Griarson in the Linguistic Survey of India 
(Vol.lll) put them midway between the Nagas and the Kukis. 

They are found distributed mainly in Chandel district. Their 
total population is 17,361 according to the 2001 census as 
compared to 15,264 individuals in 1991. 

As found in their myth, they are the people whose 
forefathers had emerged from a cave at Koibi, Song 
song/Monglenphai in Kabaw valley in Burma. They are jr 
slender and slightly built. The men tie their hair in knot on the 
forehead while the women simply part their hair and gather 
in loose knot low down on the backside of the neck. The 
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Marings are known for their bamboo and cane craft with the distinctive black dye 
colouring which is synonymous with Maring traditional handicraft. A section of the 
Maring community dye their teeth with black colour. This is to prevent their teeth from 
untimely decay. They are as a whole an agricultural society and they practise both 
terrace and shifting cultivation. 


The Mizo arc one of the recognized scheduled tribes 
of Manipur. They inhabit in Churachandpur district and 
as enumerated in 2001 by the Government of Manipur 
they have a population of around 10,520 as compared to 
985 individuals in 1981. 

The word Mizo is a compound of M-person and Zo- 
hill and is generally translated as ‘hill man’. The Mizos 
say that their forefathers came out of a cave called 
Chhinlung which literally means “closed stone”. 
Scholars try to explain rationally to mean Chhinlung not 
as a cave, but as the name of a Chinese Prince correcting 
the word as Chhinlung-Son of Huang Ti of Chin Dynasty 
who built the Great Wall. The closed stone could be the 
name of the Prince, which might have been wrongly 
derived through oral transmission and to whom the Great 
Wall was closed. The Mizos moved into Burma and thence, in the 15" Century A.D. into 
India. The Mizos of Manipur live in pile dwelling houses. The Mizos arc known for their 
popular bamboo dance Cheraw . 


MONSANS 

The tribe name ‘Monsang’ is said to be 
derived from their ancestor King Monsang who 
reigned at Rungputun in Chandel. But they claim 
that their original name was Pakan which include 
the Anal, Moyon, Monsang and Longyen. Pakan is 
described as sub-group of Potc and the latter is one 
of the divided groups of Arkan. According to their 
legend, they came out of a cave with the help of a 
sparrow and a hornbill to dwell on the earth. 

Monsang arc very much closed to the Moyon 
tribe. Both Moyon and Monsang share the same V. 

folktales. 
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The habitat of Mongsang lies in Chandel district and covers six villages, viz. 
Liwachangning, Liwakhul, Liwa Sarei, Japhou and Monsang Pantha. The Monsang has 
a total population of 1,635 according to the 2001 census as compared to 1,224 
individuals in 1981. 


According to the 2001 census report the population of the 
Moyon is 1,710 as compared to 1,989 individuals in 1981. 
They arc distributed in eighteen villages including Moyon 
Khullen, Khongjom, Mitong, Komlathabi, Penaching, Heigru 
Tampak, etc. in Chandel district. They are one of the oldest 
tribes of Manipur as evident in many chronicles of Manipur. 
Like the other tribes of the Pakan group, they share a cave 
theory of origin. They possess the physical characteristics of 
Mongoloid stock. Monsangs are their neighbours and in every 
aspect of culture, they have the same norm. In the past, these 
two tribes were referred to be of only one tribe. 

Traditionally, their house is constructed on raised 
wooden platform. The wall is made of wooden planks. The 
roof are covered with thatching grass. Their houses face in any 
direction according to the convenience of the householder. 



Their main occupation is agriculture. They practice both dry and wet cultivations. 
Property is inherited through the male line, exclusively. Parents’ house is compulsorily 
transmitted to the youngest son. In the past they practised marriage by service. 


p/\£ | 

Paite belong to Chin-Mizo-Kuki family. In Manipur, 
they are found concentrated in Churachandpur district. 
According to the 2001 census, the Paite population in 
Manipur is 44,851 as compared to 41,108 individuals in 1991. 
In common with other Chin-Kuki-Mizo groups of tribes, 
Paite also had the same mythology of emerging from a cave 
called Khul. The Paites claim Chimnuai geltu/Chinnuai 
which might be situated in the present Chin State of Burma as 
their original homeplace. 

The Paite traditional house is built with wood, bamboo 
and thatching grass or leaves of certain species of cycad. It 
stands on wooden stills. The lower part under the elevated 
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floor provides shelter to pigs, goats, mithun and fowls. The house as a whole is 
enclosed within wooden palisade having the main gate at the front side 

The term ‘Paihte’ originally was given by the Pawis of Burma and the Mizo to the 
people of Tedim. This had a reference to the ancient practice of wrestling. The strongest 
youth of a village with a stranger coming from other village were to wrestle as an 
entertainment but also to humiliate the weaker opponent. In such wrestling 
competition, a stranger coming from other village happened to be the loser in the face of 
the selected wrestler of the village. Here Paihte means either the one who was thrown 
away in the wrestling or the one who had thrown the opponent in the wrestling. Since the 
terms can convey the two opposite meanings, an organization in Manipur called Paite 
National Council pressed the Government of India through the first backward classes 
commission to recognize them as Paitc. Normally the term Paihte is still pronounced as 
Paite within the group but as Pai-te in reference to people outside the community. 

The Paite are Chin and belong to the Northern Chin. They are Paite in India now 
but they are also Tedim Chin to identify themselves from other Chin groups. 



PURUM 



The Purums are the most studied group in anthropolical circle after Prof. Das of 

Calauft University made his studies and wrote a 
book “The Ourum Kukis” in 1945. A lot of critical 
papers had been published by renown 
anthropologists of the Western Countries since 
then. 

The northern Purum (Senapati District) 
though registered as Kom, inhabit Purum Khullen 
and Purum Likli villages and by our census in 
1995 find 152 persons. The abode of Southern 
Purum (Chandel District) and recognized as 
Purum in the Scheduled list, who feel somewhat 
uncomfortable to be in status quo includes Purum 
Khulel, Purum Tampak, Purum Chandrapol, 
Lainingkhul, Chothe Khunou along the foothills 
of Pallet to Imphal-Sugnu road. Purum 
Chumbang, Lamlong Huipi Chandonpokpi, 
Khongkhang Chothe, Loirung Talsi, Salenthai 
and Zanf Lung New Wang-Paran. By the year 
1995, they numbered around 3,207. But according 
to the 2001 census, their total population is 503 
only. 


The Purums are agriculturist. The subordinate occupation of the Purum is basketry 
and weaving. 
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The term "Smite’ means ‘southerners’ indicating 
the direction from which a group of people came. 
Simte is a scheduled tribe of Manipur whose affinity 
falls within the Kuki Chin group. The population of 
this tribe is 7,150 according to the 2001 census as 
compared to 5,476 in 1981. The Simtes are found to 
inhabit mainly in Churachandpur district. Among 
these pile-dwelling people, the profession of 
blacksmithy command respect. The main occupation 
is agriculture. 

The first Commission of Backward Classess of 
the Government of India headed by Baba Kalelkar 
visited Manipur in November 1953 with a purpose of 
gathering field knowledge of the people. In his 
scheme, for a possible list of tribes for Manipur the 
term Simte was put within bracket. 



SALHTE (Sukte) 


This Kuki Chin tribe is enlisted as Salhte in the 
Schedule list but they are commonly known as 
Teddim Chin even though they claim their name as 
Sukte. Their geographical distribution include sixteen 
villages, viz. Moreh in Chandel district; New Lamka, 
Sembuk, Tanglon, Tonglon, Pakwal, Sumchinvum, 
Tangnuam, Pangzawl, Lanva, Singhat, Suangdai, 
Behiang, Suangphuk and Tingkangphai in 
Churachandpur district. According to the 2001 
census, the total population is 311 as compared to 282 
Salhtesin 1981. 

The Suktes, derived from Sokte, believed that 
their original progenitors commenced life at Chin 
New and they affirm that their tribal name of Sokte 
bears out this theory. Sok or Shok means “to go down” 
or “below” and “TE” is the plural affix applied to 
persons and hence the tribe name implies those who 
went South” or “below the parent village” to settle. 
Besides, Molbem to the south of Chin New was the 



original capital of the Sokte (Sukte) tribe according to B.S. Carey and H.N. Tuck. Suktes 


arrived in Manipur in 1906. Their economy mainly depends on agriculture. They live in 
houses raised on platform. 
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TAH&KMUL 

The Tangkhul is one of the oldest tribes of Manipur. 
This major tribe, according to the 2001 census has a 
population of 1,12,944 as compared to 1,00,088 
individuals in 1991. Regarding racial compositions, 
Tangkhul features consist of sharp semi-Aryan features 
to Mongoloid elements. They speak a language of the 
Nfaga-Kuki sub-group under the Naga group of Tibeto- 
Burman sub-family, one of the Tibeto-Chinese 
Linguistic family. The Tangkhuls are easily identifiable 
ay their deep red and black clothing. 

According to the version of Kangkum villagers, 
Ukhrul district, they came out of a cave in the earth at a 
place called Mariyangphai. In their migratory course, at Lakching (exact location is not 
known) they were divided into two groups - Raphei or the northern group - who used 
spears as their main weapon, and Kamo - or the southern group - who used bows and 
arrow as their weapon. They believe that the word ‘TangkhuT is given by outsiders. 
Some believe that it was derived from Tangkhul, one of their progenitors while the 
Kangkum villagers said it was derived from “Rang” meaning “village” and Tangkhul 
means inhabitants of the village. 

In common outlook, they are agriculturists. They cultivate by jhuming, terracing 
or by intensive agriculture. Beside cultivation, they also manufacture earthern vessels, 
wooden plates, agricultural implements, etc. There are blacksmiths, potters, weavers, 
carvers, hunters and carpenters. 




THADOU 


The Thadou is a major tribe of Manipur. 
According to the 2001 census, their total population is 
1,15,045 as compared to 1,03,667 individuals in 1991, 
which mark them as the largest tribe included in the 
Scheduled list. They are found mainly in 
Churachandpur and Senapati districts. Thadous belong 
to the Mongoloid stock and speak a language of the 
Northern Kuki-Chin group of Tibeto-Burman sub¬ 
family, one of the Tibeto-Chinese Linguistic family. 

The origin of the Thadou is shrouded in obscurity, 
but a much spoken folktale narrates that the Thadous 
live in the underworld (Khul) and one Chongthu, 
believed to be their mythical ancestor, discovered 
a hole through which he perceived the upper 
world with his followers. There are two opinions 
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regarding the location of Khul. One traces it up to Sinlung on the banks of the 
Mekong river in southwest China where a great famine forced them into Burma and 
thence to Lushai Hills from where they entered Manipur. The other opinion goes that the 
Khul is the source of the Gun river (the Imphal river). 

A Thadou village consist of houses built on raised platform. The floor is made of 
wooden planks or wattled bamboos with thatched roofs with sharp-edged fencing 
around the village and gates made so carefully that it could not be opened easily. 
Agriculture, traditionally by shifting cultivation but altered to the method of wet 
cultivation, forms the core of their economy. 


VAIPNEI 



The Vaiphei tribe which falls under Mongoloid stock is 
a scheduled tribe of Manipur. They believed that their 
ancestors emerged out of an ancestral cave called Khul. It is 
said that when the Thibaw dynasty of Mandalay became 
powerful and began to subjugate smaller communities, the 
Vaipheis left their settlement in fear. Today they are 
concentrated in Churachandpur district. Their population 
was recorded as 27,791 in the 2001 census as compared to 
25,136 individuals in 1991. 

The Vaipheis are speakers of Kuki-Chin group of 
language. Their main occupation, agriculture, is practiced 
both by shifting and wet cultivation. 


zou 


The Zous are one of the Scheduled tribes of 
Manipur. According to the 2001 census, the Zou 
population in Manipur is 19,112 as compared to 15,887 
individuals in 1991. They are one of the branches of 
Mongoloid stock speaking a dialect belonging to Tibeto- 
Burman of the Sino-Tibetan Language family. In Manipur 
they are found mainly in Churachandpur district though 
Zou villages are also found in other districts such as 
Chandel. 

Two theories are advanced about the origin of the 
word “Zou”. One theory is that the name “Zoumi” 
originated from a person Zou. The other thoery suggests 
that the term might have been derived from the “Zhou” 
king of the Chou Dynasty, Central China. 







Introduction to Tribal Research Institute 


Their myth mentions that they emerged from a cave or hole. The Zous may be 
classified into three groups according to their geographical habitation in the past as (a) 
Southern Zoumis, (b) Central Zoumis and (c) Northern Zoumis. Zou belong to the 
northern Zoumi. 

As other tribes of Manipur, their society is agriculture based. Main traditional 
cottage industry of female was weaving and every house grew cotton. Traditional house 
Inn of the Zous are roofed with thatch or bamboo. It has two parts, Insung (inner room) 
and Innpua (outer room). The floor is raised three to six feet above the ground and 
underneath is used as space for their domestic animals. 

Kharam is a small tribe. They belong to the 
socio-cultural ethnic group called Old Kuki in virtue 
of the chronology of their arrival in Manipur along 
with their cognate tribes. As a tribe they also have 
different cloths as their own symbol of identity as 
other tribes of Manipur do. Tribes which are socio¬ 
culturally nearer to one another are having closely 
related designs and colour combinations of their 
cloths. Kharam people are closely related with the 
Aimol, Kom and other cognate tribes. So the Kharam 
cloths are more similar to the cloths of Kom, Aimol 
etc. 

Kharam Pallen is the original village established 
in the long past probably in about 1597 A.D. during the 
reign of King Khagemba. They are one of the least 
populous tribes in the State, with just around a 
thousand individuals in total population living in four 
villages, namely, Kharam Pallen, Tampak Kharam, 
Tuisenphai and Leikot Phaizol. The Kharam was 
officially specified as Scheduled Tribe under the 
Presidential Notification by an Act of Parliament on 8 th January, 2003. 

Kharam is a compound of two words ‘Kha’ meaning ‘This’ and ‘Ram’ meaning 
‘Land’ implying ‘This land” according to one version. In another version, ‘Kha’ means 
‘South’, implying ‘the Southern land’or the ‘southern highland’. 

Kharam Pallen village is located 37 km. west of Imphal. The village is reachable 
via an approach path which covers about 5 kms from the Kharam Pallen Lamkhai 
(junction) on national highway No.53. 

Kharam Pallen village has historical relevance in the history of Manipur. There are 
many sites in the village and its periphery that are associated with the kings of Manipur. 
According to the village elders the site of the Laamtol bathalor Roishangbathalisthe 
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most sacred place in the village. The site is located in the heart of the village. The site is 
secluded and enclosed by a grove. Their annual ritualistic festivals are held here in 
solemn observation. 

At the Laamtol bathal site is an inscribed stone that was erected in early 19 
Century A.D. The inscribed stone which dates at circa 1814-1816 A.D. is believed to 
have been erected by Meidingu Marjit (1813-1819 A.D.) just before the period of the 
infamous Seven Years’ Devastation of the Manipur kingdom by invading Burmese 
forces. 

The main occupation of the Kharam tribe is agriculture and farming activities. 
Their important cash crops are banana and tree bean Pctrkia Roxburgii (vernacular : 
Yongchak) These two items are the backbone of the economy of the Kharam villages. 

POUMAI 

The Poumai tribe was recently recognized as a 
scheduled tribe of Manipur in 2003 along with the Kharam 
and Tarao tribes. The Poumais are settled in Senapati 
district. They are divided into three circles according to 
their settlement areas. They are (a) Paomata, (b) Lepaona, 
and (c) Chile-vei. Again, these main circles are divided 
into sub-circles, namely: 

i. (a) Phuba, (b) Maiba, (c) Liyai, (d) Saranamai, 

(e) Tungjoy, (f) Tungam and (g) Lai. 

ii. (a) Purul, (b) Koide, (c) Oinam, (d) Thingba, 

(e) Nganar, and (f) Ngatang. 

iii. (a) Shirafii, (b) Phaibung, (c) Shirong, 

(d) Lakamai, (e) Ngairai, (f) Somdal, and 
(g)Khundei. 

The Oinam hill village is situated in Purul 
subdivision of Senapati district. The village is reachable 
via a motorable track east from Maram centre on National 
Highway No.39. The distance from Maram centre to the 
village is around 25 kms. The village is reached after crossing the Barak river and 
passing through Khoide, Purul Atongba and Purul Akutpa villages. 

In the Oinam hill village, there are four main entrance gates namely Khadini on the 
northern, Vangkakha on the southern, Rinita on the eastern and Lamini on the western 
sides. The Vangkakha and Khadini are considered more important as these entrances are 
used by the Chief. The door-gates are marked with wood carvings of human figures and 
motif of animals like the tiger. The motif of human head locally known as Mipe 
symbolizes the bravery of the Poumai warriors who had slain enemies in battle. 
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The Poumai villagers of Oinam hill village are popular for the corded pottery 
produced in the village. The pottery from here are widely used in the Northern parts of 
Manipur and in Nagaland. The uses range from domestic to ritual purposes. The pottery 
are made by the women. According to their tradition, there are restrictions for pottery 
making as they have to observe certain rituals and taboo. The potters have to be women 
who are born in the village and who live permanently in the village. Women from 
outside the village, whether married to a family in the village or newly settled are not 
allowed to take up the pottery making profession in the village. Those women potters 
who get married to a family outside of their village are also not allowed to continue the 
practice. The structure on purity of the tradition is to safeguard the craft from being 
defiled. 

A unique textile of Oinam hill village is a special type of cloth made from fibre 
obtained from the bark of a creeper plant. There are three types of the cloth produced, 
namely, a white coloured shawl for men called Pheni, a cream coloured shawl called Lo 
and a brown coloured shawl called Wat. 

The pheru shawl is made from yarn obtained from the bark of the creeper plant 
locally called Seila, while the Lo shawl is made of yam obtained from the bark of the 
creeper plant Dula. The main occupation of the Poumai villagers of Oinam is farming 
and pottery making. 


Taiao is the name of a small tribe consisting of about 689 individuals inhabiting in 
five villages, viz. Tarao Laimanai, Leishokching, Khuringmul and Heikakmul in 

Chandel district and Sanakeithel village in the midst of 
Tangkhul tribe in Ukhrul district of Manipur. 

The Tarao possesses a distinct identity with 
reference to other tribes of Manipur since they arrived in 
the Tengnoupal area of Chandel district before the 14" 
Century A.D. as reported by G. Kabui (1976). 
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In appearance, the Taraos are like any other 
Mongoloid ethnic group who inhabit Manipur. In 
language and custom, they closely resemble the Kuki- 
Chin groups. Account of the Taraos are found in the 
royal chronical Cheitharol Kumbaba, reflecting their 
involement in State affairs as early as 1263 A.D. 

The Tarao tribe was included in the scheduled 
tribe list of Manipur on January 8, 2003. According to 
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes orders 
(Amendment) Act 2002, the Tarao tribe is the 31 st tribe 
in the scheduled tribe list of the State of Manipur. 
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The Tarao tribe, according to their belief, originated from a cave called Tukhikhur. 
Earlier to that, it is claimed that they lived in the subterranean world. The leader of the 
underworld are the Katrimsha, Tlangsha, Chanasha and Khulpu. According to the story 
of their origin, the nomenclature ‘Tarao 5 means ‘being happy’. 

A Tarao village is administered by 19 officials headed by a Kurung (Chief). 
Kurungship has still been hereditary from the days of yore. Each administrator has 
specific duty or function that have been seen in festivals and in council meeting or 
hearing while occupying their respective seats. 

Traditionally the Tarao have four exogamous clans as described below. 

1. The Katrimsa is divided vertically into the following tertiary divisions called 
lineages, namely (i) Toleksanai (ii) Tuilamthang (iii) Saloisanei and (iv) Lunglan. The 
Lunglan social unit had become defunct and there had been no living member to 
represent the lineage. There are presently only three lineages of Katrimsa. 

2. The Tlangsa clan is divided into three lineages. They are (i) Khulan (ii) 
Mathangmanai and (iii) Rapdou. The Rapdou lineage had become near extinct and there 
is only one living male member with a begotten minor son to represent the lineage. Only 
Khulan and Mathangmanai lineage perpetuate the line of descent now. 

3. The Khulpuiin has no further sub-division. Khulpuiin is the original clan 
supposed to lead the Tarao people out of the mythological cave or hole into the outer 
world. The role of Khulpuiin is ritual aspects of the traditional Tarao community. 
Khulpuiin has been socially merged with Tlangsa clan but normally the ritual duties of 
Khulpuiin cannot be normally performed by a man of the Tlangsa clan.Now the Tarao 
people want that the Tlangsa and Khulpuiin should regain their separate identity 
without merging together. 

4. The Chanasa clan was sub-divided into three lineages like Tleitlap, Leikhan and 
Thamonin. But the Tleitlap lineage was also extinct and also Thamonin lineage 
continous the line of descent. 

Cultivation and food gathering from the forest are the main occupation of the 
Tarao villagers. Loinloom and handicrafts maybe considered as the secondary source of 
income for them. The mode of production of material goods for subsistence in this tribe 
is of mixed type. They practice shifting cultivation in the hills and wet rice cultivation in 
the plains. The Taraos are also good hunters. 

The overall literacy rate of Tarao is low mainly due to higher illiteracy rate among 
the elderly members in the society. The Tarao tribe has its own unique religious beliefs 
and practice. They believe in Rapu - the Supreme god, goddess Shangkhu and Ramnai - 
evil spirit. During the pre-Christian period, every family was a follower of Shangkhuleima. 
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The goddess is also known as Rapu. The Taraos worshipped the goddess once in a year 
in the month of October. 

Some of the festivals of the Taraos are : (i) Annual festivals like Insimlaan, 
Louvatlum, Triktree, Kumveitum, Changlang and Shyamchat, (ii) festivals after 
certain interval like the Kumpitlung. It is celebrated only after every six years, and (iii) 
Individual festivals like the Theelhong, Phamsaangtuk, Khungtan, Ningokhaang, Enlut 
and Bukhatlo. 

In 1981, TRI had a household survey of the Tarao in Laimanai, Leishokching and 
Sanakeithel villages. By that time there were 75 households and a total population of 
472 only. Against the popular claim that the population of Tarao has been decreasing 
there is a steady growth of their population. In 1950, there were only 177 persons and 
after 10 years in 1960 the total population was increased by 93 persons making the total 
population of270. Again in 1970 the population increased by 47 persons making a total 
population of 317 persons. In 1981, there was little improvement in the growth of the 
population by 155 making the total population of 472. In the course of two decades 
there has been much change in the Tarao tribe. There had been no graduate among them 
and there were 11 college students out of the total 16 matriculates. But there are 
Medical, Veterinary and Arts graduates now in 2006. In 1981, majority of them could 
neither read nor write forming 60.00% illiterate. The situation needs to be studied again 
now. 


Mstfgps'®! eyityr® ©f th« tribes @f Mcsrapwr 


There are several unique forms of traditional pottery making of the tribes of Manipur. A 
brief description of the traditional process of pottery making of Nungbi (Longpi) of 
Ukhrul district and Oinam, Senapati district are given below. 


The Pottery of Longpi (Mycugbi) 

The black-ware pottery of Longpi are highly popular within the State and beyond. 
The texture and colour has an appealing touch and this attracts buyers, Nungbi (Longpi) 
pottery are popular especially with Latin American and European buyers. 

The technique is very interesting. The two main ingredients are namely the 
Leishon and the Leikon mixed in the ratio of 3:2. The rock particles are crushed into 
powder manually. The pounded rock and clay powders are mixed thoroughly with 
water and are shaped into separate lumps with hand. Each of the separate lumps are then 
carefully shaped into different forms of pottery using local tools like finely chiseled 
stick made of bamboo split and wooden beater whose tips are wrapped with dry tissue 
of bitter gourd. 

The raw pots are kept either in the sun or in the shade for drying. When the pots are 
sufficiently dried, they are carefully placed in baskets in groups for firing. The pots are 
completely covered up with twigs and branches. The entire thing is then set on fire. 
After keeping for around forty minutes in the smouldering heat, the pots are carefully 
taken out from the fire one by one with the help of long sticks. When the pots are still 
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red-hot, they are rubbed with the leaves of the Shahi-Kuhi tree to give them a shining 
lustre. This kind of black-ware pottery fetches good income for the villagers of Nungbi. 

The Pottery of Omcm 

The Poumai tribe of the Oinam hill village is famous for the corded pottery 
produced in the village. The pottery are made by the women. The pottery from here are 
widely used in the Northern parts. 

According to the tradition of the Poumai villagers of Oinam, there is a restriction 
on the pottery making. A pre-requisite conidtion is that the potters must be natives of the 
village. 

The potters should be women who are born in the village and who live 
permanently in the village. Women from outside the village, whether married to a 
family in the village or newly settled, are not allowed to take up the pottery making 
profession in the village. Those women potters who get married to a family outside of 
their village are also not allowed to continue the practice. The structure on purity of the 
tradition is to safeguard the craft from being defiled and then gradually dying a slow 
death. 

The process of traditional pottery making technique of the Poumai tribe of Oinam 
village is quite interesting. Oinam pottery is handmade and the technique is slightly 
different from other procees of pottery making. This kind of pottery is made by mixing 
three clay components : red, grey and black. First, the clay is crushed into powder. Then 
the bigger particles are taken out with the help of strainer to bring its uniformity and is 
pounded again. The clay powders are mixed with water and shaped into the form of 

pottery with the help of local tools, split 
bamboo, wooden beater and stone through 
several steps. The pots are slightly dried by 
exposing to sun. Then they are again dried on 
perforated and flat wooden racks hung above 
the kiln. After some days, the pots are ready to 
be baked. The pots are placed over logs. Dried 
twigs and straw are placed over the pots and the 
firing starts till the pots turn red-hot (30 
minutes approximately) and then they are 
taken out with the help of long sticks. Still in a 
hot condition, paddy husks are thrown over the 
pots to burn. By this process, the baking is 
complete with the pots ultimately yielding the 
required strength. After this, the bark of a tree 
locally known as Paothing are crushed into 
powder and after mixing with water, is kept 
inside the pots for one month after which the 
pots are ready for use. 

A woman potter at work in Oinam 
Hill Village, Senapati district. 
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Published Books and Documents of the 
Tribal Research Institute, Manipur 

1. Maram Folk Tales. 

2. Folk Tales ofMoyon Monsang. 

3. The Anals of Manipur. 

4. Hand hook of Kuki Customary laws, 

5. Some Aspects of Paite. 

6 . Kabui-Rongme i G rammar. 

7. Report of the Expert Committee on O.B.C Manipur. 

8. Folk Songs in: 
a. Tangkhul 
h. Paite 

c. Thadou 

d. Kabui 

e. Mao 

9. Translation of the SC & ST Prevention of Atrocities Act, 1989 
in Paite, Hmar, Tangkhul, Kabui, Mao, Mizo and Thadou. 

10. Translation of the Constitution, 65* Amendment Act, 1990 in 
Iangkhul, Kabui, Paite, Hmar, Thadou-Kuki and Mao. 

11. Translation of the Arrest Memo in Paite. 

12. Collection of Museum Artifacts. 

13. The Mates of Manipur. 
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